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Early Careeks noticed that the siars seem to form patterna that make it easy iﬁ
dascrlbe directions or arsas of the sky. With a little Imagination, groups of stars :
bacame pictures. We call these "pictures” constellations. Ptolemy named 48 different
groups of stars (malnly characters from Greek mythology). In time, other asironomers

- added forty more so now every star Is part of a constellation. The sky is divided mta o
“sections called northern, equatorial (over the equator), and southem. The P
“constellations give astronomers a kind of map of the stars, makmg it easler to iacate .
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1. What is & consteliation?
[ ‘

2. "Haw do mnateimtidé}s make it Qas!er {o Im:a‘té mam?

8. Name the three sections the sky is divided into:
1. '

2,

s,

', 4. How many consteliations are there?
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{:'For thousands of years people from every c;ui’ru're have gazed Into the night skv ‘
ond imagined groups of stafs outlining a picture. These star pictures, colled
_constellations, are like gignt dot-10-dot puzzles in the night sky. |
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